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Five years later M. d'Ayat, a noble from Au-
vergne, aide-major in the Beauvoisis regiment,
married Louise O'Murphy; and after his death she
married M. Le Normand, tallage collector at Riom.
This little mistress, uneducated and tactless, never
disturbed the marquise. Louis XV, having taken
advantage of her youth and enjoyed her savour,
cast her off -without regret.

In Mme de Pompadour's eyes, far more serious
were the intrigues of the Marquise de Coislins.
Bewitchingly pretty she aspired to the place of
favorite and to benefiting from the advantages
attached thereto. According to Duclos she gave
herself to the king like a girl and was left in the
same way. Many of the familiars of Versailles had
hoped to see her rise to power; the king called her
"proud Vashti," delighted in her company and
showered favours on her. Making the mistake of
revealing her insatiable greed, and wearying the
king by constant demands, always asking for huge
sums, she paid the price of her cupidity and her
lack of discernment.

As the years passed the king desired nothing
more, outside the Parc-aux-Cerfs, finding there
resigned, discreet submissive victims who were
easy to cast off when he wished.

The imagination of pamphleteer and novelist
was to take an extraordinary delight in lurid
accounts of this pleasure haunt. Under their pens
the modest house in Rue Saint-Mederic at Versailles,
standing in the huge Parc-aux-Cerfs district so
much frequented by Louis XV incognito, took on
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